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INT. PROSECUTOR SHEA’S OFFICE - DAY

Alice sits in the waiting room of Prosecutor Shea’s office

across from the receptionist’s desk. The muffled SOUND of

the RECEPTIONIST speaking on the phone. A second ring --

another call coming in on the same phone line.

RECEPTIONIST

May I put you on hold for a brief

moment?

The second ring stops.

RECEPTIONIST

Prosecutor Shea’s office, how may I

assist you?

Alice looks up at the receptionist who puts up one finger to

her with an apologetic smile. Alice nods in response.

Alice looks down at the letter in her hands. The request to

see her.

Finally, the receptionist hangs up the phone.

RECEPTIONIST

(thick Southern accent)

Oh my Lord, I’m so sorry. Busy day.

Alice stands up quickly and steps towards the receptionist’s

desk.

ALICE

It’s okay.

RECEPTIONIST

Okay.

(exhales wildly)

How can I help you?

Alice holds out the letter to the receptionist.

ALICE

I received this in the mail. I’m

not sure what it means -- I mean --

I understand the letter, but I

don’t know what --

RECEPTIONIST

Okay. So --

The receptionist takes the letter from Alice’s hand.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

RECEPTIONIST

(change in tone)

You’re Alice Orel?

Alice nods.

RECEPTIONIST

I remember your case.

ALICE

I’m sorry, I don’t remember you --

RECEPTIONIST

Oh no! I didn’t mean like that. I

wasn’t working here at the time.

But from the news. I’m sorry for

your loss.

Alice nods again.

RECEPTIONIST

Basically, what’s happening is

David Paulson has appealed his

case. It went to the State then up

to Federal, so he’s been granted

his appeal. We need some of the

original people who testified --

(gestures at Alice)

-- to come in again.

Alice already understood this. Her face drops further.

ALICE

Right, I know. But, why now?

RECEPTIONIST

Lord. Sometimes an appeal can come

through within a couple months of

the original sentence, sometimes it

takes years. From my understanding

of this case, though, it looks like

the appeal was granted on account

of a witness testimony.

ALICE

Oh. What does --

RECEPTIONIST

I’m not allowed --

ALICE

Right.

(beat)

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

ALICE (cont’d)

Okay.

(beat)

So, what do I need to do?

RECEPTIONIST

Well, if you want to sit down there

again, I can call on Mr. Shea and

he can explain further --

The phone rings again.

RECEPTIONIST

Lord.

Alice motions for the receptionist to take the call, which

she does; Alice takes her seat again.

RECEPTIONIST

Prosecutor Shea’s office, how may I

assist you?

LATER --

Alice’s chin has sunken deep into the palm of her hand.

Prosecutor Shea - now in his late 50s walks out from his

office into the waiting room.

PROSECUTOR SHEA

Ms. Orel.

Alice stands, gathering her things.

INT. PROSECUTOR SHEA’S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

Prosecutor Shea closes the door behind Alice and gestures to

the chair across from his. Alice obliges.

PROSECUTOR SHEA

It’s been some time.

ALICE

(exhales)

Yes.

PROSECUTOR SHEA

How have you been?

Prosecutor Shea moves round the desk to his seat. He has a

forced kindly manner. He’s so detached from death penalty

cases, they hardly even register with him anymore.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 4.

ALICE

I can’t explain.

(quickly)

I don’t really want to talk

about... life...

Prosecutor Shea nods. Alice holds up the letter.

ALICE

(re: the letter)

What am I here for?

PROSECUTOR SHEA

Right. So, you probably heard

Paulson’s filed an appeal and has

been granted a second hearing.

ALICE

Yes. Something to do with a witness

testimony.

PROSECUTOR SHEA

Sort of.

Prosecutor Shea waves his last comment off. Moving swiftly

on...

PROSECUTOR SHEA (CONT’D)

We’re gonna need you to testify

again.

ALICE

In front of a jury?

PROSECUTOR SHEA

(nods)

Same format as before. Just need

you to say the same as you did five

years ago. Exactly the way it was.

Alice nods.

PROSECUTOR SHEA

In the next couple of days, I’ll

have you come here so we can

prepare your testimony.

ALICE

I don’t need to prepare. I think

about it every day. It doesn’t

leave.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 5.

PROSECUTOR SHEA

It’ll refresh my memory, then, if

we go over it. Further, I want to

prepare you for any questions asked

by the defense.

Alice nods again.

PROSECUTOR SHEA (CONT’D)

Great.

(beat)

I have a request, actually... would

you be willing to give a Victim

Impact Statement?

Beat.

PROSECUTOR SHEA (CONT’D)

You didn’t the first time -- things

were fresh, I understand. But

time’s passed and you’ll be able to

see him again -- face him. If

there’s anything you want to say.

Alice shifts uncomfortably in her chair.

PROSECUTOR SHEA (CONT’D)

It would really help the case and

hopefully put all this to bed once

and for all. Maybe finally speed up

the execution process.

Alice nods -- noncommittal.

ALICE

Are the other witnesses being asked

to come back? Same as me?

PROSECUTOR SHEA

Some. Some will be the same.

Off Alice’s look --

PROSECUTOR SHEA (CONT’D)

Over time, people move. People

don’t feel like giving testimony

again for some reason or other.

ALICE

Who else has been asked?

(CONTINUED)
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PROSECUTOR SHEA

The man who Paulson confessed to.

He’s agreed to testify again.

ALICE

(more reminding herself)

The one in prison.

PROSECUTOR SHEA

He’s out now, but yes.

Alice nods.

PROSECUTOR SHEA

You won’t be alone. I’ll guide you.


